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of Offa's silver coins, but it is a well-known mediaeval
form. It may, however, be mentioned that the making
of the 0 half the size of the other letters on the coin
illustrated here is not usual on the silver, and most of
the latter have all the letters the same size. There is
then every reason to believe that the coin was struck
in England by Offa. OFF A REX is of course his usual
legend.

The only recorded instance of an Arab dinar being
found in Britain is the discovery of a dinar of the
Ornayyad Caliph Hisharn (724-743) at Eat. urne
(Num. Ghron.f IX. p. 85), but this can hardly be taken
as evidence that these pieces circulated in Britain.
Isolated specimens may have been brought to Britain
in various ways, but it can hardly have been from such
casual specimens that Offa imitated his piece. Nor does
it seem likely that, as has been suggested; Arab dinars
were brought from Spain. In the first place, we have
no records of such intercourse; what relations existed
between the Moors of Spain and their Christian allies
were decidedly hostile; besides, there is no particular
reason why Abbasid coins should have come from Spain,
which had an extensive currency of its own.

The balance of trade between East and West was,
moreover, against the West at this period; there was
little that the Arabs wanted to purchase from the West,
while there arose a keen demand for Oriental luxuries
in the West, a demand which rapidly exhausted the
extensive gold Merovingian and Yisigothic currencies of
the fifth and sixth centuries. Arab money could hardly
have come to England and France in the course of trade
in any considerable quantities, as the few things required
by the Arabs would be more than paid for in imports.
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